386                      ECONOMIC HISTORY
inter- became the chief avenue to citizenship. There were several
"rapids ways of obtaining the franchise, and the most important
and the was by admission into the gild1. London, Bristol and
Chester2 even refused to bestow upon a stranger the freedom
of the city without the consent of the merchants or crafts-
men of his occupation ; this rule served at first to strengthen
the position of the craft gilds, but was liable to abuse as a
means of checking the competition of strangers, since only
a freeman could exercise any mistery or trade 3. In other
towns also, apprenticeship was the usual qualification for
the acquisition of civic rights, and as a result the municipal
government must have been largely identified with and
dominated by the craft element. In 1351 and 1352 the
members of the London common council, who had previously
been elected by the wards, were now elected by the misteries4,
a sign of the growing prestige of the gilds. In 1376 power
was again transferred from the wards to the misteries, and
it was ordained that the council should always be chosen
by the latter5. However, in 1384 the older system was
restored6, and to the present day the wards still retain the
right of election. There was evidently a reaction in this
year against the influence of the misteries, for they were
forbidden to elect to the council more than eight persons
from the same mistery 7. In 1475 it was further enacted
1 First Report on the Municipal Corporations (1835), 18-19. Other
methods were by gift or purchase, and by birth or marriage; admission
to the gild would be of course mainly through apprenticeship. At Bristol
in 1500 it was still possible to obtain the freedom by purchase, or by marriage
with the widow or daughter of a burgess : Latimer, Merchant Venturers of
Bristol, 33. Similarly, at Northampton: Records of Northampton, ii. 311.
For ' redemption ' in London, see Plea and Memoranda Rolls, 1364-81 (ed.
Thomas), pp. xlvii seq. For a case regarding admittance to the freedom
by patrimony, see Marsh, Records of the Carpenters' Company, iii. 81-83.
a (i.) London: Liber Custumarum (ed. Riley), i. 269 (1319). (ii.)
Bristol: Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 166 (1439). (iii.) Chester : Morris,
Chester, 389 (1549).
*  On the other hand, a gild could not admit a ' foreigner ' unless he took
up the freedom of the city; and in 1585 the Weavers of Chester were fined
for receiving a non-burgess (Morris, Chester, 385, 409).   Similarly, Bristol
(1346) : Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 4.
*  Letter Book F, 237 (1351); ibid. G, 3.     5 Ibid. H, 36.     6 Ibid. H, 227.
7 Ibid. H, 227. The statement in Herbert (Twelve Great Livery Com-
panies, i. 29) that the Grocers at one time had 16 aldermen among their
members is a mistake. The highest number for any one year is 9 : The
English Historical Review, xxii. 523.